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For the environmentally sound management of Hazardous and other wastes……

The African Development Bank (AfDB),in its Annual Meetings in enriching themselves are coming from beyond the continent,
Marrakech held from 27-31 May 2013, devoted the 28th of May to enriching the west and east at the peril of the locals. This amounts
two seminars on natural resources, agriculture, mining and to a re-examination of the relationship between resource wealth
energy production and human development, as well as the use of and development, and the need to consider the implications for
income they generate. The discussions were organized around inclusive growth and sustainable development of policy and
the theme: “Africa's natural resources, what is the agenda?” and project in various natural resource sectors including mining, oil
“Maximizing Gains from Natural Resources.” The reports and gas, forestry and fisheries.
acknowledge that “Africa has abundant natural resources which
According to the report, “Growing Africa: Unlocking the Potential
have attracted significant investments in exploration and
of Agribusiness”, launched in March 2013, the World Bank
extraction in recent years. The continent accounts for about 12%
estimated that agriculture and
of the world’s oil reserves - about 40
agribusiness
together
could
countries in the continent are either
command a US$ 1 trillion presence
IF AFRICA IS TO OVERCOME THE “RESOURCE
producing or have proven reserves
in Africa’s regional economy by
of oil and gas). Africa has 40% of the
CURSE” AND USE ITS NATURAL RESOURCES
2030 (compared to US$313 billion
world’s gold, 85 to 95% of chromium
TO FUEL SUSTAINABLE SOCIO-ECONOMIC
in 2010). On that basis, the report
and platinum group metals and 85
DEVELOPMENT AND LONG-TERM GROWTH,
argues that agribusiness should be
per cent of phosphate reserves. It
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE PATTERN OF
at “the top of the agenda for
has more than half of the world’s
RESOURCE EXPLOITATION IN THE
economic transformation and
cobalt, and a third of its bauxite”
development” in the region. The
CONTINENT IS DETERMINED BY THE NEEDS
The meeting also noted that, the US
scope of the report is broad and
OF AFRICA AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF ITS
Geological Survey estimates show
addresses
‘agribusiness’
POPULATIONS
Africa expanding its metal and
encompassing
agricultural
mineral production of 15 important
production and upstream input
metals by 78% between 2010 and 2017 compared to only 30% in
markets, as well as supply chain and agro-processing – in its
the Americas and Asia. Many African countries have discovered
analysis of the state and potential of African agriculture, which is
more and new natural resources including high grade iron-ore and
part of the broader concern about managing Africa’s natural
diamonds in the past decade, and, in addition, the continent has
resources efficiently.
vast arable land and timber resources and rich coastal fishing
Its main message about the need for transition from primary
grounds.
commodity export to agribusiness production is consistent with
Such an abundance and wide array of natural resources and the
the AfDB’s transformational vision for African agriculture, which
rising global demand for these resources provide an opportunity
articulates the critical role of agro-based industries in the
to structurally transform Africa’s economies. The major challenge
transformation of African agriculture towards a more dynamic,
facing African governments in a transformational agenda is how
commercial-oriented, productive and competitive economic
to translate these enormous wealth and investment benefits into
sector that generates much needed jobs and incomes and,
equitable and inclusive economic growth, especially upon
thereby, contributing to rural development and the central goal
realization that those who are exploiting these resources and
of poverty reduction.
[go to page 3]

By Dr Joseph Molapisi

The Key to Africa’s Success in Implementing
Various Waste and Chemicals Conventions
is a Joint Collaborative Effort
Sufficient time and other resources have been expended in our
continent, through various interventions, to identify challenges
impeding expeditious implementation of the existing chemicals
and wastes conventions. There is as such a fair amount of
knowledge of the environment and the extent of prevailing
challenges. This knowledge, in itself, is not sufficient. It needs
to be complimented by targeted and concomitant actions to
have the tide turned against the rather below par record of the
continent’s advancement of aforementioned conventions. That
said, however, armed with this knowledge we are in a better
position to engage an operational gear and begin to ramp up
activities in pursuit of addressing these challenges and thereby
removing impediments on our path towards our realization of a
continent wide sound management of hazardous wastes and
chemicals. It is in our best interest to move with speed in
ridding this continent of the ravages of hazardous wastes and
the deleterious effects of poor chemicals management. The
consequences of our inaction will be dire and we therefore
have to act and act without further delay.
I say this fully cognisant of the reality of our situation of lack of
sufficient financial resources necessary to propel us into action.
Our success in this endeavour, however, is not only a function
of availability of huge financial resources. It is to a greater
extent a function of our ability to work together and pursue
projects collaboratively. It is through our working together that
we can be able to attain greater elasticity of our modicum
financial resources and stretch them beyond our immediate
needs. Our financial situation therefore demands that we,
together, put all hands on deck – the same deck.
Given its role and mandate, the Africa Institute stands ready to,
within its purview, facilitate the creation of an environment
enabling collaborative pursuit of projects. Work in advancing
this has begun. The Institute is planning to host a conference
of all countries within its sphere of operation (i.e. all 23 English
speaking African countries) to have a meaningful conversation
about harvesting the synergistic effects of collaborative efforts.
Referred within the Institute as the Africa Institute Conference
of Parties, the gathering will be meant to proffer direction and
agree on the mechanics of forging closer proximity between,

and the adhesion of, participating countries towards the
common agenda of taking the continent out of the hazardous
and chemicals wastes doldrums. The concept is currently
being sold to potential funders and should our efforts succeed
we hope to have it materialize in the current year. Should we
succeed in this endeavour, we no doubt will rely on the support
of everyone in the Africa Institute community for the successful
operationalization of the concept. We therefore invite you all
to give us your ideas on how to enhance our success.
It is the Africa Institute’s conviction that the noble goal of full
compliance by the continent to hazardous wastes and
chemicals conventions is not only desirable, it is well within our
reach if and only if we walk, work and act together and in
unison. I invite you all to work with the Africa Institute in
advancing this ideal.
This being our first issue in 2018, let me take this opportunity
to wish all our readers a wonderful 2018, full of prosperity, joy
and happiness. Let it be a year that will urge us closer to
achieving the goals we have set ourselves.
The secretariat is growing………
The institute is welcoming a new
addition to its staff complement in the
person of Mr Thabo Moraba who is
joining the Institute as an Assistant
Projects Coordinator. The growing
portfolio of the center necessitated
this addition in order to effectively
serve the region.
Mr Moraba is a qualified Environmentalist and holds a National
Diploma Nature Conservation, a BSc Honours in
Environmental Management and has been trained as an
Environmental Management Inspector at University of Pretoria.
He has more than 10 years’ experience working as an
Environmental Officer, having been involved in numerous
construction projects and manufacturing industries throughout
South Africa to comply with required environmental legislations
The ED on behalf of the Governing Council and Staff of the
Africa Institute secretariat are welcoming this professional who
is starting work on the 1st February 2018. Ω
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DO YOU REMEMBER THAT…..In 1988, Nigerian officials
discovered eight hundred open drums, containing eight million
pounds of unprotected industrial and nuclear waste, in a local
resident's backyard. An Italian exporter, without disclosing the
contents of the drums, had rented the lot from the owner for $100
a month.' By the time the barrels were discovered, they had
already leaked into an adjacent river.' Some of the barrels were
dumped by residents and used to store drinking water. The
waste plagued the local population; residents suffered chemical
bums, paralysis, premature births, and fatalities.'
DO YOU REMEMBER THAT … In 1992, Italian and Swiss
companies exploited the anarchic violence in Somalia by
securing an $80 million, twenty-year contract for dumping toxic
wastes. The contract was signed by the Somali Minister of
Health, yet at the time, none of the warring factions truly held
power in the war-torn, famine-stricken nation.
DO YOU REMEMBER THAT … In 2000, South Africa agreed to
import 60 tons of hazardous waste from Australia.
Environmentalists in both countries responded in outrage,
proclaiming, "Australia's export of hazardous waste to South
Africa reveals this country's total disregard to the people and
environment of South Africa."
DO YOU REMEMBER THAT… In 2006 Trafigura chartered the
Probo Koala, a tanker, for the transportation of oil products. The
vessel needed to have some residual waste or 'slops' treated and
landed in Côte d'Ivoire. The local contractor there recklessly
dumped whatever they received at 17 or 18 locations in the city,
triggering the events known as ‘the Probo Koala case’ and
leading to more than 10 years of legal claims, expert and media
reports.
The dumping, which took place against a backdrop of instability
in Abidjan as a result of Côte d'Ivoire's first civil war, allegedly led
to the death of 17 and the injury of 30,000. In the days after the
dumping, almost 100,000 Ivorians sought medical attention after
Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny opened the hospitals and
offered free healthcare to the capital's residents
THE AFRICAN RESPONSE - THE BAMAKO CONVENTION
The Preamble of the Basel Convention protects the sovereign
right of every state to ban the import of hazardous wastes for
transit or disposal."' Therefore, one of the initial consequences of
the Basel Convention was the subsequent negotiation of
separate regional agreements banning all imports of hazardous
wastes to developing nations in specific regions. One of these
agreements was the Bamako Convention.' The OAU created the

Bamako Convention in 1991 as
a response to perceived
shortcomings of the Basel
Convention.' Declaring that the
hazardous
waste
trade
constituted "a crime against
Africa and the African people,"'" African leaders believed that
Basel's regulatory regime would merely legitimize a practice they
found unacceptable.' Under the Basel Convention, cash-poor
states could potentially be lured to ignore the disastrous
consequences of the hazardous waste trade in the face of
tremendous economic incentives."' African leaders were
concerned that if such economic incentives proved too enticing,
Africa would become a dumping ground for hazardous waste
from industrialized countries.
The focus of the Bamako Convention, however, is not on exports
of hazardous wastes from Africa; rather, it is meant to halt
imports into the continent. The Bamako Convention was created
in order to address the growing dual problems of industrial
nations using Africa as a dumping ground and of Africa's
continuing incapacity to adequately handle such waste.176 The
Bamako Convention's imposition of the Basel Convention's prior
informed consent rule vis-A-vis movement of hazardous wastes
between its state parties thus allows African States that have the
capacity to safely dispose of hazardous waste to accept it from
their African neighbours. Moreover, the Bamako Convention
does not restrict African States from exporting hazardous waste
to non-OAU countries. The Bamako Convention's ban, therefore,
does not function to limit an African State's choice to export
hazardous waste it cannot dispose of properly. Rather, its aim is
to protect Africa from becoming a dumping ground for the
hazardous waste of an industrialized country
The Bamako Convention transcends its function as an
instrument of protection against unscrupulous foreign
industrialists; it is a symbol of African unity and strength. It is
crucial that African nations show solidarity, a willingness to
cooperate, and a desire to end the trade in hazardous waste."7
The issue is not only an environmental or economic one – the
OAU clearly viewed the hazardous waste trade as a racial issue
when it called the transport of waste into Africa "a crime against
Africa and African people." It is therefore important to view the
Bamako Convention, despite its shortcomings, as a symbolic
instrument that, in tandem with the Basel Convention, will serve
to further the interests of all African nations.
[From: “Keeping Africa out of the global backyard: a comparative study of the Basel
and Bamako conventions by Andrew Webster., environs [vol. 26:1]
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In the past, revenues from Africa’s
natural resources went mostly towards
fuelling domestic consumption, with
very little going into productive
investment needed for long-term
growth. Also, poor management of
natural resources and the wealth
generated contributed to economic
instability, social unrests and environmental degradation.
In line with the main objectives of a structural transformation agenda, resource rent
could be put to productive use and managed in a manner that improves living
standards for both current and future generations. In this regard, the state has an
important regulatory and redistributive role in natural resource governance, and this
has to be enhanced through capacity building in African countries to undertake sound
negotiations with foreign investors and to drive equitable economic growth through
appropriate institutional mechanisms for transparency, effective monitoring and
accountability.
Above all, if Africa is to overcome the “resource curse” and use its natural resources
to fuel sustainable socio-economic development and long-term growth, it is important
that the pattern of resource exploitation in the continent is determined by the needs
of Africa and for the benefit of its populations. The main question that remains is why
has this not been done?

“WHY FIGHTING
CORRUPTION IN AFRICA
FAILS?”
William Gumede in Nov 14, 2012 in
PAMBAZUKA NEWS has indicated and
posits that most well-intentioned
corruption busting remedies in Africa fail
because the root causes of corruption on
the continent are often poorly
understood. His article was dealing with
the question “Why fighting corruption in
Africa fails?”
“Post-independence African countries
inherited deeply corrupt institutions,
laws and values from colonial and
apartheid governments. In the majority
of African former colonies, the colonial
elite centralized political, economic and
civic power, exclusively reserving top jobs
in the public and private sector, as well as
education only to fellow colonials”.
He discussed eight major sources and
roots of corruption and the failure of
governance in Africa:

Policy-makers and stakeholders in Africa and beyond largely agree that it has
become imperative to transform the rich African mineral resources into long-term
sustainable development. This constitutes one of the key requirements for the
economic transformation of Africa in the context of a post-2015 international
development agenda. Most African countries are short of infrastructure and human
capital, and at the same time face a vast youth bulge and the challenge of converting
this into a ‘demographic dividend’ with large-scale job-creation potential. Revenue
flows from natural resources represent an unprecedented opportunity to make a
breakthrough in development that could transform their economies and the lives of
millions through investments in social, human and physical capital.




Another pressing challenge in natural resource exploitation is the use of minerals to
foster industrialization in Africa. Most extractive industries in the region are currently
not engaged in value-addition and have few linkages with the rest of the economy,
causing the sector to operate as an externally-oriented enclave. Developing an
industrial policy that supports value-addition to mineral exports could lead to higher
earnings and the creation of additional job opportunities. Increased revenues from
natural resources could underpin investments in transport and energy infrastructure,
decent education and health systems, upgrading of smallholder agriculture, and
specific social welfare programmes to alleviate and reduce poverty and vulnerability.











COLONIAL ROOTS OF CORRUPTION
INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS
ENTRENCHED COMPROMISED
COLONIAL-ERA GOVERNANCE
SYSTEMS
INDIGENISATION OF ECONOMIES
OFTEN FUELS CORRUPTION
AFRICAN ELITE MIMICKING THE
‘BLING’ LIFESTYLE OF COLONIAL
ELITE
THE MYTH THAT CORRUPTION HAS
NO ‘VICTIMS’
LACK OF POLITICAL WILL TO
COMBAT CORRUPTION
LACK OF CAPACITY AND TOOTHLESS
WATCHDOGS
WESTERN GOVERNMENTS AND
BUSINESS COMPLICITY IN AFRICAN
CORRUPTION

tps://www.pambazuka.org/governance/whyfighting-corruption-africa-fails
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In short, Africa’s mineral wealth could be
the key to poverty eradication and lasting
prosperity.
However, harnessing the benefits of
minerals and other natural resources in
Africa has so far been problematic and
gives rise to the troubling question: How
can a continent be so rich in natural
resources, yet so poor in human and
physical development?
This age-old question takes on a new
relevance in the context of an emerging
Africa that is today at the heart of a global
mineral boom, but apparently beset by
inequitable global extraction regimes and
arrangements that undermine the ability of
developing countries to benefit from their
natural resources in the longer-term.
Part of the reason for the contradiction
implicit in the above question is poor
resource
contracts
that
African
governments have negotiated with foreign
mining and extractive companies. It would
appear that existing regulatory and legal
frameworks for resource extraction in
Africa (and the Global South) are often
designed to maximize benefits for foreign
private interests (and a small subsection of
local elites), rather than provide broadbased benefits to the state and local
populations.
In many cases, the capacity of the local
public sector to monitor and enforce
regulations is often low, resulting in
manipulation or obfuscation of revenue
tracking and, hence, lower financial yields
for host governments. Negotiating better
and fairer contracts is seen as a key part of
the solution to assist Africa in its economic
development and transformation. There is
also in some cases an observable

correlation between resource abundance
and political corruption at the national level.
This brings into sharp focus the important
policy issue of natural resource
governance, in fact the wider Governance
issues remain the major challenge for
Africa.
[Please
visit
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/
for more on this subject:

National Level
Decentralization. This process, although
increasingly being implemented in Africa, is
subject to some constraints, which include
the lack of capacity of local administrations
and the voicing of the population’s needs
towards legitimate local governance. Other
limitations are the low level of
accountability of local government
institutions and the necessity to improve
the quality of service delivered.
Rule of law and Human Rights: The lack
of respect by leaders and citizens for the
rule of law and human rights often poses a

great challenge to stability. The judiciary in
many states is handicapped by structural
difficulties and inadequate funding.
Public Administration: In this area, there
are challenges in the reform initiatives
undertaken by African countries. There is
an urgent need to enhance public service
capacity, the provision of adequate
incentives to public servants to retain
highly qualified and motivated staff,

increase performance and accountability,
as well as reducing corruption.
Peace and Stability: for me this is merely
a symptom of the poorly addressed
challenges above.
Other challenges: Other important
challenges at the national level include the
lack of civic education among citizens and
civil society leading to low participation in
the political process at both national and
local levels, low gender participation
especially in the legislature, weak
exploitation of the potential of traditional
rulers in the governance process, and the
lack of credibility of the electoral system,
especially of the Electoral Commissions.
Continental Level
Institutional Capacity: The transformation

from OAU into AU in 2002 redefined the
objectives of the continental organization
with priority accorded to the complex
problems of economic development. There
are still challenges in institutional capacity
in spite of the institutional reforms that were
carried out over the last decade. There are
challenges in attracting the best African
brains to work in the organization. The
limitations are to a large extent emanating
from inadequate funding and the noncompetitive
professional
staff
remuneration, but there is an on-going
process to resolve.
Supranational Authority and Transfer of
Sovereignty: There is the challenge of the

transfer of sovereignty to the supranational
authority. Regional economic integration
ultimately implies the creation of a unified
political state following its process of
market integration. As of now, market
integration is gradually occurring at the
regional level in the regional economic
communities (RECs), eight of which are
designated as the pillars of continental
economic integration. In effect, the transfer
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of sovereignty may be deemed to be made
partially only to the RECs. As of now, there
is no transfer of authority to the African
Union Commission, but an Audit Report on
the AUC is currently being considered by
the ministers of Foreign Affairs. It is
envisaged that the ministers will, in their
recommendations, pay attention to this
concern.
Financial Resources: There are also the
challenges of inadequate financial
resources for the operation of the
organization. The assessed contributions
from some Member States are not paid up
sufficiently regularly to ensure smooth
operation of the institution and the
implementation of programs and projects.
Governance of the organization is
weakened and compromised as a result of
unpredictable resources.
Other challenges: Other important
governance challenges are to be found in
the development of infrastructure, including
the harmonization of commercial and
transport laws and regulations. Progress in
the development of a continental
infrastructure, network of roads, railways,
and air transportation is constrained by
inadequate political commitment, human
resources, and capital. In some cases,
where agreements have been reached in
regional road transport development,
implementation projects run into delay
difficulties as a result of mismanagement
and corruptionΩ

The Africa Institute continues in its
mandate to increase capacity of the African
region towards effective implementation
and compliance to the chemicals and
Hazardous waste MEAs; as one of the
regional center for the region, it executes
regional and national projects within the
member states and collaborates with
United Nations and other International
organizations in this quest. This is a
synopsis of current projects running since
2016 up to 2022.
Stockholm Convention
Implementation Projects
SADC PCB Elimination Project
A 5 year project for the removal of PCB
transformers, PCB oil and PCB
contaminated capacitors in the subregion was approved by GEF and the
PPG occurred in 2015/16. The
development of the Project document
was initiated with the engagement of
the two consultants for the
development of the technical report and
the final project document which was
submitted to GEF and funds were
released in August 2016. A regional
inception workshop was held in early
October 2016 at which all the 12
participating SADC countries attended
as well as South Africa.
The budget for the project stands at USD
7 710 000. Having started in September
2016 it is expected to be completed in
August 2021. Activities are set in such a
way that there is a build up from PCB
identification, testing and analysis,
collection to central temporary storages
in all participating countries, building
national capacities for in use equipment
and developing a long term PCB phase

out plan and finally disposing all identified
PCB oils and capacitors with content
above 50ppm, in an Environmentally
Sound manner. At least a total of 4500
tonnes of oils and equipment are targeted
to be disposed by 2021.
The NIP Update for South Africa
The Africa Institute is working together
with the South African Department of
Environmental
Affairs
and
the
Development Bank of Southern Africa
(DBSA) to execute the NIP update project
for South Africa. The PIF was developed
by the 3 institutions and submitted to GEF
in June 2016 and funds were received in
March 2017. Following a long delay due
to clarity on operational issues and
contractual requirements, the project is
only set to officially commence in February
2018.
Like in all developing countries, the project
is set to update the National
Implementation
Plan
for
early
implementation of the Stockholm
Convention, covering all chemicals listed
in its annexes:
Initially the Stockholm Convention listed
12 chemicals as POPs and they have
been increasing as further identification
was made. In 2009 a total of ten (10)
chemicals were added. Four (4) more
chemicals were added to the list in 2013
and 2015, one (1) in 2013 and three (3) in
2015. There are 4 chemicals that were
also recommended for listing by the POPs
Review Committee (POPRC), a subsidiary
body of the Conference of the Parties
established in accordance with paragraph
6 of Article 19 of the Convention. This
project thus shall update the information
on manufacture, import, export, use and
both environmental and economic impacts
and set management priorities thereof.
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PCB Elimination Project for South
Africa
On the development of the sub-regional
PCB elimination project, South Africa
was left out with the intention of
developing a stand-alone project for the
country based on its level of development
and legibility to GEF. The Implementing
Agency is the DBSA and Africa Institute
was identified as the executing Agency.
An updated PIF was completed and
submitted to GEF in June 2016. The
Institute has been informed that the
project has been technically cleared and
is awaiting financing consideration.
Integrated Health and Environment
Observatories, Legal and Institutional
Strengthening for the Sound
Management of Chemicals in Africa
(African ChemObs)
This is a new project that commenced
in the 2017/2018 financial year. It is a
5 year, nine countries project covering
Ethiopia, Gabon, Kenya, Tanzania,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Senegal, Mali and
Madagascar. Also funded by GEF to
the tune of 10 500 000 USD, the Africa
Institute will manage the project in
Ethiopia, Gabon, Kenya, Tanzania,
Zambia, and Zimbabwe while WHO
regional office for Africa will manage
the other three. This project aims to
develop a prototype of national
integrated health and environment
observatory, including a core set of
indicators enabling data aggregation, to
provide timely and evidence based
information to predict, prevent, and
reduce chemicals risk to human health
and the environment. It proposes to
support the development of national
observatories, capacity building of staff,
support for the identification of causal
pathways, risk ranking and priority
settings, and activities to break links in

causal pathways, thereby improving
health and environment outcomes.
Minamata Convention Implementation
Projects
Regional Mercury Initial Assessment
(MIA) Project

The GEF approved the regional
Minamata Initial Assessment (MIA)
project covering four countries:
Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia and
Swaziland. The implementing agency for
the project is the United Nations
Environment (UNE) and the project is
aimed at facilitating the ratification and
early implementation of the Minamata
Convention by providing key national
stakeholders in participating countries
with the scientific and technical
knowledge and tools needed for that
purpose.
Participating countries will benefit from
new and updated information about their
mercury situation and from increased
capacity in managing the risks of
mercury. The sharing of experiences and
lessons learned throughout the project is
also expected to be an important
contribution to other similar countries.
This is a two year project with a budget of
USD 800 000. The project started with
the signing of the contract between the
Africa Institute (AI) and UNEP on
November 24, 2015. However, the
disbursement of funds from UNE to AI
was done in April 2016.

As of January 2018, all the participating
countries are in the penultimate stages of
the execution.
Artisanal and Small Scale Gold Mining
(ASGM) Project

The Minamata convention considers ASGM
to be a significant problem that requires
international consideration. Some countries
that have ASGM have already notified the
Interim Secretariat that this problem is
significant for them and that they require
assistance to address it. This project is
aimed at assisting participating countries to
develop National Action Plans to reduce the
use of mercury and mercury compounds in,
and the emissions and releases to the
environment of mercury from, artisanal and
small-scale gold mining and processing in
accordance to Annex C of the Minamata
Convention. By developing their National
Action Plans participating countries are
complying with the text of the Minamata
Convention and are enabled to implement it.
The NAP is also the basis for future national
activities to reduce mercury emissions and
releases from the ASGM sector in
participating countries and therefore has
high potential for scaling up.
South Africa MIA Project
Once again South Africa as an economy in
transition, has a standalone project. This
project is aimed at facilitating the ratification
and early implementation of the Minamata
Convention by providing key national
stakeholders in South Africa with the
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scientific and technical knowledge and tools
needed for that purpose. This is a 24 months
GEF project with a budget of 1 000 000
USD.

project will further undertake the Level
2 inventory which will provide the
country with improved data than the
current Level 1 scenario.

Prior to approval of funding for the project,
South Africa had embarked on a project
aimed at evaluating the socio-economic
impact of implementing the Minamata
Convention. While the country has signed
the Minamata convention and intends to
ratify it, it is her view that a comprehensive
understanding of the impact of the
Convention must inform the decision making
process.

South Africa will benefit from new and
updated information about the mercury
situation in the country and from
increased capacity in managing the risks
of mercury. The sharing of experiences
and lessons learned throughout the
project is also expected to be an
important contribution to other similar
countries within the region. This project
will also benefit from the on-going similar
project in the neighbouring countries
such as Lesotho, Botswana, Swaziland,
Zambia and Zimbabwe. While each of
the projects will reveal national mercury
situation, combined they will reveal the
regional situation.

The Level 1 results that were obtained
in 2011 do not provide a full picture to
enable the decision making process.
South Africa is largely dependent on
coal for its power generation and has a
large gold mining industry. These two
sectors are the backbone of this
country’s economy. It is therefore
believed that the proposed Level 2
inventory together with the national
study on the socio-economic impact of
the Convention will give the country a
better picture that will enable it to ratify
the Convention and implement it
effectively with a better understanding
of its mercury sources and related
emissions and releases. These studies
that will be running concurrently are
complementary. The MIA project will
focus on establishing the national
coordination for the management of the
mercury in the country which will bring
together the various stakeholders such
as product manufacturers, energy
sector, mining, cement industry,
smelters, waste sector, etc and the civil
society in general. The project will also
assist the country to evaluate its
capacity and institutional requirements
to effectively implement the Minamata
Convention and manage mercury in an
environmentally sound manner. The

It is sprayed on food crops but also used
widely outside of agriculture, such as on
public lawns and in forestry.
Divisions over the weed killer within the EU
have dragged on since June 2016, when its
previous 15-year licence expired and an
18-month extension was granted.
The European Commission had originally
recommended approving the herbicide's
use for another decade.
However, faced with an uproar over the
alleged dangers of glyphosate use, experts
balked last month at a renewal and the
commission then proposed reducing the
timeframe from 10 years to five years.
'Probably carcinogenic'

In the press
EU backs renewal of
glyphosate for five
years
“European Union member states in
December 2017 renewed the licence for
the controversial weed killer glyphosate
for five more years, in a surprise decision
to break a months-long stalemate.
Representatives from 18 of the 28
members states voted in favour of the
European Commission's proposal for a
five-year renewal, with nine against and
one abstained, the commission said in a
statement.
Heavyweight Germany dropped its
opposition to the pesticide, introduced in
1974 by US agro-giant Monsanto as
Roundup, after overcoming doubts about
its use, EU officials said.

Environmental campaigners Greenpeace
and other critics are calling for an outright
ban of glyphosate in Europe.
"They (the commission) complain there is
too much responsibility on their shoulders
and that European governments are
hiding behind them," Franziska
Achterberg, from Greenpeace Europe,
told AFP.
"They can't have their cake and eat it.
They don't want to be blamed for
decisions that are unpopular. But at the
same time they're not ready to listen to
people's concerns."
Activists point to a 2015 study by the
World Health Organization's International
Agency for Research on Cancer that
concluded
it
was
"probably
carcinogenic".
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But the European Food Safety Authority
and the European Chemicals Agency
both say glyphosate is unlikely to cause
cancer in humans, in line with a 2016
review carried out by WHO experts and
the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization.
Monsanto insists that glyphosate meets
the standards required to renew its
European licence. [Find this article at:
http://news.agropages.com/News/NewsDetail--24561.htm]

European Commission
responds to European
Citizens' Initiative on
glyphosate ban
With the Communication adopted, the
European Commission replies to the
European Citizens' Initiative (ECI) "Ban
glyphosate and protect people and the
environment from toxic pesticides" and
commits to presenting a legislative
proposal in 2018, to further increase the
transparency and quality of studies used
in the scientific assessment of
substances.
In responding to the European Citizens'
Initiative, the European Commission
addresses the concerns of EU citizens
and announces measures to make the
process to authorise, restrict or ban the
use of pesticides more transparent in the
future.
The Communication sets out the way
forward:
•

•

In replying to the Citizens' Initiative,
it provides a detailed explanation of
EU rules on pesticides;
It announces a legislative proposal
for spring 2018 to enhance the
transparency,
quality
and
independence
of
scientific

•

assessments of substances, such as
public access to raw data, and;
It announces future amendments to
the legislation to strengthen the
governance of the conduct of
relevant studies, which could include
for example the involvement of
public authorities in the process of
deciding which studies need to be
conducted for a specific case.

In addition, and following a thorough
scientific assessment of all available data
on glyphosate concluding that there is no
link between glyphosate and cancer in
humans, and a positive vote by Member
States' representatives on 27 November
2017, the Commission today adopted a
renewal of the approval of glyphosate for
5 years. While 15 years is the period that
the Commission usually proposes for
authorisations when all approval criteria
are met, glyphosate is no routine case.
This issue has been discussed several
times by the Commission that has been
working during the last months towards a
decision which gathers the broadest
possible support by Member States,
while ensuring a high level of protection
of human health and the environment in
line with EU legislation. The
Commission's final proposal for a 5 year
renewal took also into account the latest
non-binding Resolutions adopted by the
European Parliament.
First Vice-President Frans Timmermans
said: "It's great that well over a million EU
citizens have invested their time to
engage directly on an issue that matters.
The Commission has listened and will
now act. We need more transparency
about how decisions are made in this
area. Next spring the Commission will
also deliver proposals on drinking water
we promised in response to another
successful Initiative. In sum, I am a
strong supporter of the right of citizens to

engage in this manner and am pressing
the Parliament and Council to make
speedy progress on our proposals to
make it easier for European Citizens'
Initiatives to be successful in the future."
Vytenis Andriukaitis, Commissioner for
Health and Food Safety, said: "From the
beginning of my mandate I have been a
strong
supporter
of
increased
transparency in decision-making as well
as in the terms of access to the scientific
studies underlying the approval of active
substances. I will put forward a proposal
to address these issues by spring 2018.
However it is equally important that
Member
States
assume
their
responsibility when it comes to the
authorisation of pesticides in their own
markets. They must also ensure that
pesticides are used sustainably and in full
compliance with label requirements.
Transparency, independence, and
sustainable use of pesticides are our
objectives. They should underpin our
work and this is where my focus will be".
The Commission's reply to the three
requests of the ECI:
1. “Ban glyphosate-based herbicides,
exposure to which has been linked to
cancer in humans, and has led to
ecosystems degradation”:

Member States are responsible for the
authorisation, use and/or ban of
glyphosate-based products on their
territories. In the EU, only substances for
which there is objective evidence of safe
use are approved. Following a thorough

Basel and Stockholm Conventions Regional Centre for Capacity building, Technology transfer and Information sharing

9

scientific assessment of all available data
on glyphosate concluding that there is no
link between glyphosate and cancer in
humans, and a positive vote by Member
States' representatives on 27 November
2017, the Commission today adopted a
renewal of the approval of glyphosate for
5 years. President Juncker put this issue
on the College agenda on several
occasions, to ensure full political
ownership by the Commission. Based on
these political discussions, and taking
account of the position of the European
Parliament, the Commission decided to
reduce the length of the proposed
renewal from the standard 15 years to 5
years, which also ensured the widest
possible support from Member States.
2. “Ensure that the scientific evaluation of
pesticides for EU regulatory approval is
based only on published studies, which
are commissioned by competent public
authorities instead of the pesticide
industry”:

The Commission fully agrees that
transparency in scientific assessments
and decision-making is vital to ensuring
trust in the food safety regulatory system.
Maintaining and improving a strong,
transparent and independent scientific
assessment is crucial. The Commission
will put forward a legislative proposal in
2018 covering these and other relevant
aspects such as the governance of the
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA),
by spring 2018. The Commission will
propose to change the current rules to
make sure that scientific studies are
publicly available. Citizens must be able
to understand how such far-reaching
decisions to authorise or ban certain
substances are taken. Political
responsibility and greater transparency
are two sides of the same coin.

3. “Set EU-wide mandatory reduction
targets for pesticide use, with a view
to achieving a pesticide-free future”:
EU policy is already directed towards
reducing dependency on pesticides and
achieving a pesticide-free future as
requested by the European Citizens'
Initiative. The Commission will strive to
ensure that Member States comply with
their obligations under the Sustainable
Use Directive and reduce dependency on
pesticides. Member States have also
been invited to establish more precise
and measureable targets in their National
Action Plans. In addition, in order to
monitor trends in risk reduction from
pesticide use at EU level, the
Commission will establish harmonised
risk indicators on top of the existing
national risk indicators. These would
enable the Commission to determine the
effectiveness of measures when
assessing future policy options. The
Commission will re-evaluate the situation
on the basis of the resulting data and
assess the need for EU-wide mandatory
targets for pesticides.
Next steps:
- On the preparation of a legislative
proposal: In January 2018, a report will
be published on the Fitness Check of
General Food Law which will take stock
of the legislation in place. A public
consultation will also be launched to feed
into the preparation of the proposal to be
presented by spring 2018.
On a more sustainable use of
pesticides, the Commission will follow-up
with the Member States on the basis of a
report published last October.
Background:
The procedure for the renewal of the
approval of the active substance

glyphosate generated a great deal of
interest and a broader debate on the
authorisation and use of pesticides in the
EU. On 27 November 2017, Member
States voted in favour of the
Commission's proposal for a 5 year
renewal of the approval.
On the request of President Juncker, the
issue has been discussed several times
by the College of Commissioners. The
Commission has been working towards a
decision which gathers the broadest
possible support by Member States,
while ensuring a high level of protection
of human health and the environment in
line with EU legislation. It followed a
comprehensive and transparent scientific
process, where more than 6.000 pages of
scientific assessment were made public.
While 15 years is the period that the
Commission usually proposes for
authorisations when all approval criteria
are met, glyphosate is no routine case.
Other legitimate factors were taken into
consideration when setting the
appropriate period for renewal, such as
the fact that additional information on the
substance is being published at a high
rate. Moreover, the Commission's final
proposal for a 5 year renewal took into
account
the
latest
non-binding
Resolutions adopted by the European
Parliament. The decision formally
adopted today, also carefully considered
the European Citizens' Initiative "Ban
glyphosate and protect people and the
environment from toxic pesticides".
Already at the beginning of his mandate,
President Juncker announced that
governing by abstention is not an option
and proposed changing the so-called
comitology rules in order to enhance
transparency about the positions taken
by Member States and ensure more
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political accountability in the decision
making process for our citizens.
[Find this article at:
http://news.agropages.com/News/NewsDetail--24766.htm]

U.S. EPA releases
draft risk
assessments for
glyphosate
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is releasing for public
comment the draft human health and
ecological risk assessments for
glyphosate, one of the most widely used
agricultural pesticides in the United
States.
The draft human health risk assessment
concludes that glyphosate is not likely to
be carcinogenic to humans. The
Agency’s assessment found no other
meaningful risks to human health when
the product is used according to the
pesticide label. The Agency’s scientific
findings are consistent with the
conclusions of science reviews by a
number of other countries as well as the
2017 National Institute of Health
Agricultural Health Survey.
EPA’s human health review evaluated
dietary,
residential/non-occupational,
aggregate, and occupational exposures.
Additionally, the Agency performed an indepth review of the glyphosate cancer
database,
including
data
from
epidemiological, animal carcinogenicity,
and Geno-toxicity studies.
The ecological risk assessment indicates
that there is potential for effects on birds,
mammals, and terrestrial and aquatic
plants. EPA used the most current risk
assessment methods, including an
evaluation of the potential effects of

glyphosate exposure on animals and
plants. Full details on these potential
effects as well as the EPA’s methods for
estimating them, can be found within the
ecological risk assessment.
To read the draft risk assessments and
supporting
documents,
go
to
www.epa.gov/ingredients-usedpesticide-products/draft-human-healthand-ecological-risk-assessmentsglyphosate. The draft risk assessments
and supporting documents will be
available in glyphosate’s registration
review docket EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0361
on www.regulations.gov in early 2018.
EPA will open a 60-day public comment
period for the draft risk assessments,
evaluate the comments received, and
consider any potential risk management
options for this herbicide.

PRIVATE CORNER
Africa Institute is an IGO…An intergovernmental
organization or international governmental
organisation (IGO) is an organization composed
primarily of sovereign states (referred to as member
states), or of other intergovernmental organizations.
Intergovernmental organizations are often
called international organizations, although that term
may also include international nongovernmental
organization such as international non-profit
organizations or multinational corporations.
Intergovernmental organizations are an important
aspect of public international law. They are
established by treaty that acts as a charter creating
the group. Treaties are formed when lawful
representatives (governments) of several states go
through a ratification process, providing the IGO with
an international legal personality.
Intergovernmental organizations in a legal sense
should be distinguished from simple groupings or
coalitions of states, such as the G8 or the Quartet.
Such groups or associations have not been founded
by a constituent document and exist only as task
groups.
Intergovernmental organizations must also be
distinguished from treaties. Many treaties do not
establish an organization and instead rely purely on
the parties for their administration becoming legally
recognized as an ad hoc commission.

BRS Continue
capacity Building
Initiatives
The Secretariats of the Basel, Rotterdam
and Stockholm (BRS) Conventions,
respectively on the Control of Trans
boundary Movements of Hazardous
Wastes and their Disposal, on the Prior
Informed Consent Procedure for Certain
Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in
International Trade, and on Persistent
Organic Pollutants (POPs), which are three
Multilateral Environmental Agreements
(MEAs) administered by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), an
international
inter-governmental
organisation established by the General
Assembly of the United Nations, having
their offices at the International
Environment House, 13-15 Chemin des
Anémones, 1219-Châtelaine, Geneva,
Switzerland have planned a small scale
project with 2 components in the region:
The Project will be executed in
collaboration with The Africa Institute (AI),
having its office at Pretoria, South Africa
representing the Stockholm Convention
Regional Centre in South Africa (SCRC
South Africa), a non-profit making
organization also. The first component
shall be a 3 day training workshop on SC
implementation and the second component
shall be a pilot segment of Inventory of one
of the POPs chemicals.
The Project objectives are:


To enhance the capacity of the Parties
to the Stockholm Convention,
particularly developing countries and
the countries with their economies in
transition related to review and update
their NIPs;
[Continued in page 14]
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Dr Koebu. Khalema
Most of the Oriental world was colonised at
one time or another in their History. The
main aim and objective of colonization was
to maximize resources extraction including
cheap labour by the colonial masters for
their own enrichment. In order for them to
sustain these objectives, the natives had to
be kept at the low level of development.
This suppression of development led to a
number of long term negative results to the
oriental peoples, including low self-esteem,
anger and broken social cohesion among
natives, who were treated and taught that
they were third class citizens and cannot
have
any
capacity
for
selfactualization….this went on and on for
years on end and even post-colonial era,
as Kwame Nkurumah elaborated, the
Oriental world is still facing and subject to
Neo-colonialism.
The desire for an African child to proper
turned to a desire to be like the westerners,
be materially rich, and feared and thus be
recognised. This has become a personal
journey, very individualistic among African
populace including political leaders, who
believe that materialism will cover their low
self-worth. African communities have been
turned against each other, separated
through religion, tribalism and even
nationalities and societies have been
dissolutely broken down.
In many if not all former colonies, the anticolonial movements that took over the
governments, had no clue about any other
form of Governance except the very same
one taught by the same oppressors, and
they found themselves struggling with the
same institutions and frameworks that
keeps the Africans down and low…at
individual levels and lured by the same
destroyers, they turned to the public purse
for enrichment.
The anti-colonial
movements’ leadership soon saw

themselves as the elite who deserve the
lavish lifestyle and they feed on corruption
which is fuelled by the same oppressors
through their business ventures.

they know a little about. Even when
discouraged, top officials and policy
makers continue to reap the benefits of
travel.

The scramble for extra incomes and
resources penetrated the whole civil
service and percolated to lowest levels.
Political connectedness became a handy
instrument to ensure recognition and a
chance to be in the front of the favour line.

I term this behaviour “PCPD- Post Colonial
Poverty Disorder”. It is indeed a form of
PTSD and Just like Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) which is a disorder that
some people develop after experiencing a
shocking, scary, or dangerous event,
PCPD is a disorder that many people have
developed after a long period of oppression
which lead to deep loss of self-worth.
Because it is personal and impacted on
individuals’ level, it became easily
institutional and collective than PTSD.

Those that are not in the line or at the back
of the favour line had to find other means
of scraping the crumbs elsewhere – this is
often done through the projects
procurement,
travel,
especially
international travel and events. These are
places where officers draw Per Diems and
Daily Subsistence Allowances – they fight
for them. African governments used to
offer per diems to officers on official travel;
rates would vary according to status of the
external funding of the activity. Even when
an event was 100% funded, most
governments would still provide an
incidental allowance of at least 10% of the
rate for the area of the activity. This
became an important additional income for
civil servants who are in the main earning
peanuts. But even in transition countries
like South Africa where public servants are
earning much more than private sector on
average, because it’s an easy source,
greed continues to fuel extraction and
extortion of public funds this way.
The International travel bill of governments
became so large that it contributed
considerably and unbearably to the
financial regime. That is why every time
when any government attempts to control
spending, they target international travel
among others – it’s a double edged sod as
it leads to non-participation of many
countries in international initiatives, a loss
to development and top officials take
advantage of travelling to the same events

How does PCPD Presents itself? The
most explicit presentation of PCPD is
selfish survival and enrichment at all costs.
Presenting itself in acts of stealing, from
pick pocketing on the streets, house
robbery and money laundering and
extortion, bribes and all sorts of corruption
in public and private sectors. All in the
quest to collect as much material things as
possible to show our worth. We now
measure citizen worth by the material
wealth they have accumulated, even
ignoring how they have accumulated it.
Other symptoms include re-experiencing
oppression, Avoidance from and Reactivity
to perceived oppression.
Re-experiencing symptoms may cause
problems in a person’s everyday routine.
These symptoms can start from the
person’s own thoughts and feelings.
Words, objects, or situations that are
reminders of the event can also trigger reexperiencing symptoms.
Avoidance symptoms include, staying
away from places, events, or objects that
are reminders of the oppressive
experience and environment, avoiding
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thoughts or feelings related to the
oppression era.
Things that remind a person of the
oppression era can trigger avoidance
symptoms. These symptoms may cause a
person to change his or her personal
routine. Many people stay away from white
people and do not go where they may meet
them. For example in South Africa, there
are people who do not go to town, they stay
and live only in the townships. Some don’t
even go to the malls.
Arousal
include:

and

reactivity

symptoms

Being easily irritated, especially by people
associated with oppression (white people),
Feeling tense or “on edge” around formal
settings, Having angry outbursts and
oppressive to own people.
Arousal symptoms are usually constant,
instead of being triggered by things that
remind one of the oppression. These
symptoms can make the person feel
stressed and angry. They may make it hard
to do daily tasks, such as sleeping, eating,
or concentrating. The lack of or poor
service delivery by incumbent governance,
unemployment and underemployment are
some of the common arousal situations.

“The most potent weapon of the
oppressor is the mind of the
oppressed”
Steve Biko

Watchdog Group's GPS
Trackers Find "Certified
Fake Recyclers" in
Texas, Georgia and
Florida Sending eWaste to Asia
January 18, 2018. Seattle, WA. Following their 2016 exposé entitled "Scam
Recycling" which employed 205 GPS
tracking devices placed inside electronic
waste to find out what happens to it, the
Basel Action Network (BAN) has released
the latest findings using GPS tracking in a
short 18-page report. Their most recent
data reveals 6 more instances of exports to
developing countries involving 6 new
companies, as well as the City of
Houston. Most of these companies make
public claims on their websites of never
allowing the electronics they process to be
exported to developing countries. Further,
four of the companies are certified to R2
which stands for Responsible Recycling.
"Our GPS tracking devices continue to
serve as lie detectors for an industry that
far too often lives a lie, cloaking themselves
in green and using the word "recycling" as
a shameful shield," said BAN director Jim
Puckett.
e-Wastes that are exported to developing
countries most often end up being
smashed, burned or treated with
dangerous chemicals. Desperate migrant
workers, unaware of the hazards, are
exposed to harmful chemicals such as
mercury and lead as they break apart the
old computers, printers, and monitors.
Wastes that cannot be readily recycled are
dumped in waysides and fields. Such were
the conditions BAN found in November of
last year in Hong Kong's New Territories
where most of the trackers ended up. The

companies implicated in this latest update
of BAN's e-Trash Transparency Project
are:
e-Tech Management (Houston, Texas)
R.A.K.I. Electronics Recycling (Houston,
Texas) (Collected by City of Houston)
Advanced Technology Recycling (San
Antonio, Texas)
ARC Broward IT Asset Recovery (Fort
Lauderdale, Florida)
SEER (Tampa, Florida)
Allied Ecovery (Toccoa, Georgia)
The hazardous e-waste exports reported
this time included 4 printers and 2 LCD
monitors laden with toxic mercury. These
were sent to Hong Kong, Pakistan, and the
Philippines. Exportation of these
hazardous electronics wastes to Asian
countries does not violate US law but does
violate
international
law
(Basel
Convention) and the laws of the importing
countries. The exports also often violate
the companies' own stated policies,
standards and certifications declared on
their websites making these companies
vulnerable to fraud charges.
Despite the lack of national legislation
forbidding most hazardous waste
exportation,
BAN's
past
citizen
enforcement activities have so far resulted
in one federal criminal conviction
(Executive Recycling, Denver, CO), and
four ongoing criminal investigations or
indictments (Total Reclaim, Seattle, WA;
Diversified Recycling, Norcross, GA;
Intercon Solutions, Chicago Heights, IL;
and Stone Castle Recycling, Utah), all for
fraudulent or illegal exports of e-waste.
As a solution to the problem of widespread
electronic recycling fraud, BAN has created
the e-Stewards Certification. This
Certification for ethical recyclers is an
alternative to the more easily attained R2
Certification which allows exports even
when they are likely to be illegal in
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importing countries. BAN has begun to use
GPS tracking devices routinely in their eStewards verification program to better
assure program integrity. Of the 6
companies involved in this latest report, 4
were R2 certified and 2 were uncertified.
"We urge businesses and consumers alike,
to do their part to prevent harmful global
dumping and make exclusive use of eSteward Certified Recyclers. These are the
only recyclers that are part of a program
that will not export hazardous e-wastes to
developing countries," said Puckett.

BRS Capacity Building
[Continuing from page 11







To enhance the capacity of the Parties
to the Stockholm Convention related
to the developing of the inventories of
the POPs listed by 2015 COPs and
national priority setting as part of
review and updating of NIPs
To disseminate the inventory guidance
developed for the POPs listed by 2015
COPs and step by step method on
how to use these guidance;
To commence discussions with a team
from the identified country for the pilot
project on developing national
inventory on one of the POPs listed in
2015

The following countries shall be
participating where each country will be
sending one delegate around June 2018.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Algeria,
Burkina Faso,
Cape Verde,
Congo,
DR Congo,
Egypt
Eritrea,
Ethiopia,

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kenya,
Lesotho,
Liberia,
Malawi,
Mali,
Mozambique,
Nigeria,
Rwanda,
Sao Tome and Principe,
Senegal,
South Africa,
Tunisia,
United Republic of Tanzania

When this issue went to the press, the
Small-Scale Funding Agreement (SSFA)
was still under negotiation and we are
hopeful that this initiative shall proceed
AND BE AS FRUITFUL AS INTENDED. It
is up to the nominees and National Focal
Points to ensure that such initiatives bear
fruits at national level.
The risks of regional capacity building lies
squarely on the absorption capacity of the
countries. More often than not only one
person would be representing a country in
regional forums, maximum of three people
in best scenarios. The mandates of these
representatives would be clearly defined
on the side of capacitates, but poorly
defined at home. It is always expected that
the country delegates have been given a
clear instruction to learn, come back and
report. For example, a focal person for SC
would attend an initiative and is expected
to use the capacity to further the
implementation of SC at the country level.
However, experience has indicated a
number of risks leading to non-absorption
of the capacity:
1. Lack of management follow up
2. Wrong representation and unclear
mandate to start with
3. Internal conflicts blocking certain
implementations

4. Changing Political priorities and thus
lack of funding and support.
Lack of management follow up
In many of our African countries, the civil
service management is so compromised
and lack accountability to the point that
officers who are sent to represent the
country in many events and initiatives are
not even requested to report back, let alone
to disseminate the issues from the event
among the co-workers. This has led to
what I call information leakage.
All the information received is never used
and maybe lost forever.
Wrong representation and unclear
mandate to start with
Many delegates are sent out as an award
for loyalty to some supervisors. At time the
same irrelevant supervisors take up the
representation – a politician or
administrative person attending a highly
technical event, of which understanding is
lacking and as such there would never be
any use and the country loses thereof.
Internal conflicts
implementations

blocking

certain

Work politics sometimes are the sources of
non-implementation. Depending on who is
who and who finally got to travel, the
resultant implementation may depend on it.
More often, very progressive initiatives are
blocked by supervisors who imagine that
the officers would get the glory.
Changing Political priorities and thus
lack of funding and support
In Africa, when the Minister changes, the
programs change. When the PS change,
programs change and when directors
change programs change. And such
changes are more frequent than
practicableΩ
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THE AFRICA INSTITUTE

For the Environmentally Sound Management of Hazardous and Other Wastes

Call for Newsletter Articles
We need articles for future editions of the Africa
Institute Newsletter. Please consider providing a
short item of news, or an in depth article related
to Hazardous waste and Chemicals management
in your country.
We would like to invite everybody to submit a
short story/article/announcement that can fit in
the following structure:
•
•

News items and announcements – Short, topical,
news oriented
Major Articles – In depth discussions of topics of
interest:
Discussion
of
Implementation
experiences, implementation efforts in MEAs, tips
and tricks, technical considerations, educational,
regulatory perspectives, etc.
For information and contributions please contact
the Africa Institute Outreach department at
kkhalema@environment.gov.za

Botswana
Department of Waste
Management and Pollution
Control
Kingdom of Lesotho
Ministry of Tourism,
Environment and Culture
Mauritius
Ministry of Local
Government and Outer
Islands
Namibia
Ministry of Environment
and Tourism
Nigeria
Federal Ministry of
Environment
South Africa
Department of
Environmental Affairs

And visit www.africainstitute.info
Tel: +27 12 399 9861/2/3/4/5/6
THE COVERAGE OF THE REGIONAL CENTER IS THE 23
ENGLISH SPEAKING AFRICAN COUNTRIES – INCLUDING 2
PORTUGUES SPEAKING ONES. TO DATE ONLY 9 HAVE
THEIR PALIAMENTS PASS THE RATIFICATION
INSTRUMENTS. THE VOICES AND COOPERATION OF THE
REMAINING 14 COUNTRIES ARE STILL NEEDED; TODAY
MORE THAN EVER….LET US CLAIM AND PRACTICE THE
AFRICAN ONENESS!

Kingdom of Swaziland
Swaziland Environment
Authority
The United Republic of
Tanzania
Vice President’s Office
Zambia
Zambia Environmental
Management Agency

AFRICA MUST RISE UP !!!!!!!!!
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Test your knowledge of the deep Africa….Mt Kilimanjaro, Monomotapa ruins,
Mosi-oa thunya, Nile River, Table Mountain, Okovango Delta, Timbuktu ruins, The
Pyramids of Giza, Sahara Desert and Morogoro migration….HAVE YOU BEEN
THERE?
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